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Radon in Ireland



What is Radon?

ÅColourless, odourless, tasteless, radioactive 

gas 

ÅComes from uranium which is present in tiny 

quantities in all rocks and soil

ÅRadon is everywhere ïoutdoors radon is not 

a problem 

ÅCan enter buildings from the ground through 

cracks and gaps and can build up to very 

high levels



How does radon build up in homes?



Why are high radon levels a problem?

ÅGroup 1 carcinogen - same as tobacco and asbestos

ÅForms particles that can lodge in the lung resulting in a

radioactive dose

Å150-200 deaths annually (10-15%)

Å2nd cause of lung cancer after smoking

ÅRisk 25 times greater for smokers &

ex-smokers

Å56% of total dose to average Irish person



Å11,319 homes measured  

1992-1999

ÅPercentage of houses 

above 200 Bq/m3

predicted for each 10 km 

grid square

ÅSquares predicted to be 

above 10% are 

designated High Radon 

Areas

What is the scale of the 

problem in Ireland?


